
									APPENDIX 1
BRA AGM – 18 APRIL 2023
LUCY WHITE, PLANNING CONSULTANT – PLANNING ISSUES

Planning - It’s all in the Politics:-




So, what’s this got to do with Planning in Backwell?
More than you might think.
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The Conservatives NEED the 

Levelling Up Bill to pass through 

Parliament

They need to win the majority vote.
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The road to Royal 

Assent 
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Parliamentary seats: 650 
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Majority vote: 325 
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Tory seats: 365
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Rebel 

Backbenchers 

– the fly in 

the ointment

•

Fed up with By-Election 

losses to Labour and Lib-

Dem

•

Blame national housing 

targets as a key reason for 

lost seats – (Amersham) 

•

Occupy slim marginal seats 

likely to fall at next election. 

The Backbenchers’ 

demands: 

- Remove housing targets 

- Make targets voluntary 

- Protect Green Belt

Or:

They will NOT VOTE for the 

LURB 
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Ringleaders: 

Theresa Villers and Ian Duncan 

Smith 

•

59 backbenchers opposing 

housing targets
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Lets do the 

maths

•

Levelling Up Bill Royal Assent requires: 

•

325 MP votes 

•

365 Tory MPs

- 59 Rebel Backbenchers 

= 306 votes

VOTE LOST 

CONSERVATIVE MANIFESTO PLEDGE LOST 
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National Planning Policy 

Prospectus

•

Michael Gove’s gift to the rebel 

backbenchers

•

Standard housing targets voluntary. 

•

LPAs with up to date Local Plans 

immune from speculative housing 

applications.

•

5 year housing supply requirement 

reduced to 4 years and buffers 

abolished. 

•

Green Belt reviews voluntary
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National Planning Policy Prospectus



Michael Gove’s gift to the rebel backbenchers

Standard housing targets voluntary. 

LPAs with up to date Local Plans immune from speculative housing applications.

5 year housing supply requirement reduced to 4 years and buffers abolished. 

Green Belt reviews voluntary
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Implications for North Somerset

Supporters of National Planning Policy Prospectus:

•

John Penrose MP (Weston) – rebel backbencher

•

Liam Fox MP – Campaigner for flexibility in housing targets for 

constrained local authorities 

Local Plan Review paused pending updated NPPF and Local Elections 
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Prospectus to Policy

•

Consultation closed March 2023. 

•

Government to publish updated NPPF soon.

•

Significant implications for the house building 

industry through reduced housing delivery rates.  

•

Judicial review by industry representatives likely?
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North Somerset Local Plan: 

•

Reduced housing supply target – 7762 

dwellings – 5356 dwellings

•

Improved defence against speculative 

applications

•

Opportunity to reduce housing 

requirement in Local Plan Review

•

No obligation to fulfil housing needs if 

no wish to release Green Belt land

•

Closer scrutiny of Non-Green Belt land?


Microsoft_PowerPoint_Slide11.sldx








North Somerset Local Plan: 






Reduced housing supply target – 7762 dwellings – 5356 dwellings

Improved defence against speculative applications

Opportunity to reduce housing requirement in Local Plan Review

No obligation to fulfil housing needs if no wish to release Green Belt land

Closer scrutiny of Non-Green Belt land?







image1.jpeg














image13.emf
And Backwell?

•

Draft allocation of Green Belt land at Backwell 

East (500 homes) could be withdrawn.

•

Draft allocation of non-Green Belt land at Grove 

Farm (600 homes) likely to remain and could be 

expected to deliver more homes.

•

Draft allocation on strategic gap between 

Backwell and Nailsea likely to remain and may 

enlarge.  New Green Belt more difficult to 

justify if no Green Belt lost elsewhere. 

•

Gleeson Homes likely to act fast to submit 

planning application for housing on proposed 

Green Belt land.
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It’s all up in 

the air!

Local Plan Review paused

Local Elections in May 

Outcome of National Planning Policy 

Prospectus unknown 

Outcome of LURB vote unknown 

Change is afoot but the future 

remains uncertain. 
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A recap of the last 12 months in Government:

•

3 Prime Ministers and Cabinet 

Reshuffles

•

Party-gate scandal

•

Conservative By-Election losses

•

Honiton and Tiverton 

•

Wakefield 
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The Revolving Doors of the 

Levelling Up, Housing and 

Communities Department

•

Secretaries of State:

•

Michael Gove

•

Greg Clark

•

Simon Clarke

•

Michael Gove  
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Conservative Manifesto 

2019 Election 

•

"Levelling up" first muted to reduce 

imbalances across the United 

Kingdom.

•

The purpose of the Levelling Up Bill is 

to deliver the Conservative Manifesto: 

•

drive local growth, 

•

empower local leaders and 

•

regenerate areas to ensure everyone can 

share in the UK’s success. 
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The Levelling Up and Regeneration Bill, which has been introduced to
Parliament, will put the foundations in place for delivering this agenda
and ensuring all parts of the country share equally in our nation’s
success. As well as deliver against some of the ambitions set out in the
Levelling Up White Paper, it also incorporates some of the proposals
for planning reform outlined in the earlier Planning for the Future
White Paper (August 2020), where they support our approach to
Levelling Up.

[# WRITE A REVIEW

11:58

sunny

24/03/2023













